80                   BERNARD SHAW

That nothing is known or mooted of Shaw's
family life, in the case of a man who is the
natural prey of the newsmongers, is the best com-
ment upon its character, and a final compliment;
no more concerning it is called for.

It would seem as if Bernard Shaw at sixty had
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some of his best years ahead of him as dramatist,
thinker, social influence. He is much in demand
at gatherings where vital topics of the day are
discussed, and the very fact that he is a man of
place and property gives him a better chance
perhaps to cope with the Philistine; the latter
is more likely to listen to one who is no longer
the shabby buffoon, but the favored social figure.
He does not strike one as of the type which
shoots its shaft early, or is likely to be spoiled
by worldly favor. Were he through as a writer
today, the plays, some thirty of them, are his
testament. But one imagines that the coming
years, let us say the decade from sixty to sev-
enty, will bring some highly characteristic con-
tributions from his study in Adelphi Terrace or
his country place at Ayot St. Lawrence. There
is something peculiarly stimulating in the
thought of Bernard Shaw passing from elderlydebater, social*i$
